Essay 
One essay between 1,000 – 1,500 words is required for the course. The essay will focus on the material from the first three weeks of the course material. The paper will either be criticism of one of the positions outline in the course or a defense of one of the positions from a possible criticism. The positions that may be discussed include: inductivism, falsificationism, anarchism, feminism, and Kuhnian conservatism. There are three stages of submitting the paper. 
Exemplars of an A+ paper and structure are provided on the course website. Additionally, there are many materials posted to the website to aid in organizing and writing the paper. One tutorial will focus on how to write a philosophy paper. 
The paper structure will be marked according to the following criteria: 
· Each section of the structure is filled in. There must be: (a) a clear thesis statement, (b) a clear argumentative roadmap, (c) each body sub-section contains details of how the argument will proceed, step-by-step, and (d) textual evidence supporting interpretations of the arguments being considered. 
· The paper structure will not be marked according to whether or not the argument is sound. All that is required is that the argument is original, coherent, and well-planned. Feedback on the structure will direct the students to reflect upon possible weaknesses of their argument. 
The paper will be marked according to following criteria: 
· The paper is clearly written, with few to no grammatical and/or typographical errors. 
o Clarity includes defining key terms used in the paper, a straightforward thesis statement, few to no ambiguities or vague terms used, and there is a logical flow to how the paper proceeds. 
· The paper is well structured, with each paragraph following from the one preceding it and dedicated to a single point. 
· The argument is (a) internally consistent, (b) valid, and (c) convincing.  
· The representation of the arguments considered are accurate and supported by textual evidence. 
The revised paper will be marked according to the following criteria: 
· The paper provides a clear response to each constructive comment made on the original draft. 
· The revisions to the paper fix the errors pointed to in the feedback and the revised draft no longer suffers from the original difficulties. 
· The revised paper will not be marked according to the quality of the paper. It will only be marked as to how much the paper has improved in light of constructive feedback. 
Students may use any citation method they wish as long as they are consistent.  
 
